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38n Francisoco, Calitornia,

November 25, 1918,
To His Bxcellenoy,
The President of the United States.

Your Bxcellenaoy:
The undersigned have been authorized by the Bxacutive

Council of the Korean Hatiénal Association which reprasents
1,500,000 Koreans residing in America, Hawaili, Mexicb, China
and Russia, to present to your oneliency the following memor-
ials -~

We, tha Koreans of America, Hewali, Mexioco, China
and -Russia, volcing the sentiment of 15,000,000 of our country-
men, lay before your Bxcellancy the following facts

Japan took Korea, after the Russo-Japanese war,'in
violation of her treaty .obligations to Korea. A8 your Exocsl-

lency undoubtedly know , Korea formed an alliance with'Jhpqp
8t the beginning of the Russo-Japanase war to aid thh lattgr
power to win the struggle. This waa_dbne in return for a
definite guarantee of political independence and terriforial
integrity of Korea by Japan. Taking.Korea as a priszse of the
war was 8an act of betrayal on the pa;t of Japan. ‘"Neither the
reople, nor the Bmperor, nor the :?Bponaible prime minister
ever sanctioned the protectorate 'aﬁd gnbseélucnt annexation
of thelr country. Itlwas perpetratad 8% the poilnt of the -

sword as sheer might over right,

After the Japanese ocoupation of Korea, the conntfy.
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-

- has been mis-ruled from the standpoint of the Korean people.

Hatural resources are being daveloped, but fhey are exploited
for the benefit of Japanese, not of Koreans. All the rights
to develop the reBources of-the country are given to the
Japanasé, and Korean enterprise, even of tha‘humblaat sort,
is 1nsidiously hampered by'them. The XKorean merchant can-
not compete wﬁth his Japanese competitor because of tha
preferential treatment shown by the governmant. Hundreds
of'thouaands of Japanesg who are unable to make A living in
Japan proper are brought over to xXorea and are provided for
at the expense of theKoreans. Thus tha Korean peaople are
reduced to industrial serfdom, and are forced to submit to
Japanese through e conomIc pre ssura,

From the standpoint of culture and enlightenmaent,
the Japanese occupation of Koraa brought a still worse calam-
ity to our people. The government made a systematic collec-
~tion of ell works of Korean history and literature in public
archives and private homes and burned them, All Korean
literatufo -— from local newspapers to sclantific journals -
has been completely stampqd out, The Japanese language has
been made the officisl tongue not only in officiasl documents
but in schools as well, [EBducational regulstions forbid the
teaching of Christianity, but not Shintoism or Buddhism ( the
national religions of Japan), anddof history, geography and
the Korean language in all the schools in Korea. PFurthermore,
they provide .that all Korean schools shall ba under the super-

vislon of Japanese educators, and the Korean children shall
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be taught to salute the Japanese flag an&‘worehip the Japanf |
ese Emperor's tablet, The government does not allownKofean

students to go to Euroﬁa or America to finish their*education;-
No public gathering of any kind is allowed among the Koreaﬁa,

and even religious services are vigilantly watched by Japanese

gendarmes, The Christian church in Koresa 1s 1insidiously
discriminated against by the Japanese suthorities ﬁé was
shéwn by the weall known "éonspiracy casa™ iﬁ 1912, when Oover
a fhousand'Korean Christians were put in prison and their

activities ended,

The above i3 a brief mention of only & few of the
many flacrart injuatices to which the Korean people are.iorcea
to submit.' We, thercommon people of Korea, with a pasaion
for self-government and political independence, come tO'you‘
knowing that your Bxcellency is an arbiter of Justice and ai
champion of equal rights for all peoples, Btrong‘or weak,
with the hops that your Bxcellency may exert your good offices
in helping us get our share of justice at this siénificanf.
time when the particular purposes of individual statéa Bre “
about to give way to the common will of mankind. ‘

We fully_appreciata the fact that'it will be & deli-
cate task for your Excellency to suggest anything‘Goncérni@S
the fate of a people who have not been officiﬁlly connacted:

with the Allies in the war. But thousands of our country-

men fought as volunteers for the Allied csause on the Russié@:
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front for the first two years of the war. And our peopie
in America proportionately contributed to the cause of

democracy both in men and monay The American interests .
in Korea, 1undustrial, commercial and religious, demand that

the United States cannot afford to be indifferent as to

what 1s taking place in the Korean peninsula., The American-

Korean treaty, in which the United States pledged friendly
aid to Korea, nas never been abropgated or rescinded in any

manner or form by the people of Korea} nor hsave the Xoreans

88 & people ever done anything to forfeit the friendship of ,
the United States,

We feel, aside from these moral obligations on
the part of the United States to aid the Koreans in their
8spirations for self-determination, that the United Jtates
sannot arfford, for the safety of its own interestas, to
iolerate tha Japanegse Prussianism in the Far East while
ifs prototype is orushed in Burope, and that the world
‘annot be made safe for democracy so long as 16,000,000
}dberty-loving Koreans arae forced to live under an alien
toke. One of your idegls for Jjust and lasting pesce,
Yhioh the Allied nations have agreed to adcept ag the guld-
;hg Principle for settlement of qﬁeations at the peacs

‘@hferenca, is that "all well-defined national aspirsations

E‘?_&llfbe'accorded the utmosgt satisfaction,™ -This doeg not
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exolude the well-definead national ssplrations of the Korean
peoplea in particular, We earnestly hepe that your Bxoel-
lancy will see to it that the Korean people, too, may re-

cover their birthright to choose the government under which

fhey wish to live.

~Reﬂpectfuily_submitted,

Representativas, Korean National
Association.
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